EIT Course Development – Feedback IFS

Course Environment – General Structure

- I would recommend using only a two-column layout instead of the three-column standard version, keeping the left column for navigation.

- Get rid of all unnecessary course blocks: e.g. do we need the “Latest News”, “Upcoming Events”, “Recent Activity” blocks? The same question may be asked for other blocks as well. Reduce these blocks to a minimum to make orientation more straightforward.

- An additional navigation block may be needed to get to other weeks/modules depending on the intended structure of the whole course.

- Breadcrumb Navigation: get rid of unnecessary breadcrumb sub-sections, in order to make navigation more meaningful. Breadcrumb navigation has to correspond with any other navigational elements used (e.g. navigation buttons).

- Breadcrumb navigation should furthermore reflect the various course layers in order to be meaningful; e.g. the basic link should be e.g. “EIT Home” on which all other course layers build.

- Navigation block on the left should be visible throughout the whole course; this may need some tweaking of the Moodle environment because this is not always possible with the standard installation.

- If external resources (e.g. websites) are used, they need to open in a new window.

General

- Provide a clear overview of the course structure and the functionality of the VLE.

- Learners need clear indications with respect to objectives and expected outcomes of activities

- What about assessment criteria?

- Learners will need clear instructions about what they are expected to do. At the moment you need to click on materials in order to find out what you have to do – you will only find very basic instructions there though.

- An overview or some kind of course map is needed.

Course Materials

Most materials and activities appear to be out of context and not interlinked in a meaningful way. Furthermore, the tools used are not used to stimulate interaction between learners, neither do they stimulate active language use to a large extent. Objectives, outcomes and assessment criteria are completely unclear.

- Instructions for activities should be combined with the material activities are based on – cf. Day1: reading, learning and writing are all based on the same texts; corresponding activities should therefore be directly presented in combination with the textual resource. Learners will need the text as a reference, but can’t see it in different activities …

- Writing bite: either a different tool should be used here or the activity needs to be made more meaningful; finishing sentences in such a way is rather inconvenient (BTW: you cannot add to the actual sentences);

- Reading and speaking bite: I don’t believe this will stimulate speaking; there may be e.g. a tool that allows you to record and replay answers, which then could be compared with the correctly recorded answers …

- Reading and listening bite: an audio player should be directly integrated into the VLE; at the moment you are not able to listen and read at the same time because an external plugin opens on the same page (this also goes e.g. for Day6).

The sentence fragments appear rather out of context.

- Day 3 Writing bite: if you talk about blog entries, learners will need to be able to post entries to a blog, otherwise it appears to be a bit peculiar.

- Day 6 – Learning bite 2: how can you write in the table above?

- Day 7 – either needs restructuring or another tool needs to be used to be able to write.

- Day 8 – “Chat room” links to forum; text production see above …

- Day 9 – See general note on textual materials and their combination with activities; text production tool does not work this way, as stated above …

- Day 10 Vocabulary – Have you thought about uploading the mindmap to some place and e.g. sharing it with other course participants; is it used for assessment …

…

